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THEREOF 



T^Fni^MATION PTS^T <;TATEMENT 



o 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

„fe.enceC») EsKd on the attached ^.J'"; . fl,, p„secut,on of this appUc.tion. and that the 

therefrom. 

J offorhpfl PTO-1449 based on information presently 

AppUcants have listed pubhcation dates on the a"ac^^^^^ hould not be construed as an admission that 
available to'L undersigned "---^f^^^^ reserves the right to estabUsh d.e 

the information was actually pubhshed ^^J^'J^^^^Znonn^^^^ 

patentability of the claimed mvenUon over any of d^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ teachings 

mformation may not be prior art, /^'^^J^ P;74t^'„S^ed as a representation that a search has been made, 
purportedly offered. This statement should not be ^ 

telied on under 35 U.S.C. 5120. 1138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1 J J2). 

date of a U.S. appUcation other than a CPA contmuea prose international 

;Xro^|h:^^:«'^--^^^^^^ 

fee is required. 37 C.F.R. §1.97(b). 

. ™. ,„fo.™,.on — /'fSro^Sl^^^^^^^ 

t^rZ''^:^:S^o£lfAt^^°OK .«.on d^at otH.™. doses p,osecu«on .„ 
the application. 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c). 

. Iherebyst,.etha,e,cht,e»otinto,,nat.o„co„^ed»^^^^^^^ 

" i-'^^prrnr^rd^s^^^^^^ 

sure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 



X 



Serial No. 09/531,759 ^""^^^^ ^'^^^ 



b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign appHcation 
and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R, 1.97(e)(2). 



Attached is our check no. 



X 



X 



in the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee 

under 37"crF.R. 1.17(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 16-0607 as needed to 
ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two dupUcate copies of tiiis paper are 
attached. 

3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the maiHng date of a Final Rejection 
OR Notice of Allowance OR an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the appUcation, but on or 

before payment of the Issue Fee. Attached is our check no. in the amount of $180.00 in payment 

of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 16-0607 as needed to 
ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two dupUcate copies of this paper are attached. 37 
C.F.R. §1.97(d). 

a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
" Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 

foreign appUcation not more than three months prior to the fiUng of this Information 
Disclosure Statement 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign appUcation 
or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated 
in 37 C.F.R. §1.56(c) more than tiiree months prior to the fiUng of this Information Disclosure 
Statement 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2). 

4. The references were cited in a corresponding foreign appUcation. A copy of die foreign search 
report is enclosed in Japanese 

5 To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 

made Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the fiUng of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 16-0607 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account 

RespectfuUy submitted, 
FLESHNER & KI" " ^ 



Correspondence Address: 
P.O. Box 221200 
Chantilly,VA 20153-1200 
Telephone: (703) 502-9440 
Date: January 3, 2003 
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